Preparation of phenethyl N-succinimides and glutarimides:
4 Phenethylamine (10 mmol) and anhydride (12 mmol) were stirred at room temperature in dry ethyl acetate for 30 min. Ethyl acetate was removed under reduced pressure; the resulting residue is dissolved in toluene. To this reaction mixture was added acetyl chloride (5 equiv) and refluxed for 1 h.
The reaction mixture was washed with aqueous Na 2 CO 3 , and dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 . Filtered and concentrated under reduced pressure followed by silica gel column purification yield imides as colorless solids.
N-[2-(3,5-Dimethoxyphenyl)ethyl]succinimide (5a)
Yield 74% ( 
Typical procedure for Lewis acid mediated cyclization.
An oven dried two neck round bottom flask bearing septum in side arm was cooled to room temperature under a steady stream of nitrogen gas flow. The flask was charged with stirring bar, substrate 1a-h (1 mmol) and dry dichloromethane (15 ml) and cooled down to −15 °C (using ice and salt as a freezing mixture). To this solution was added BBr 3 (2 ml, 1M soln. in dichloromethane) with stirring. After 30 minutes, the reaction mixture was quenched with water (10 ml). The organic layer was separated and aqueous layer was extracted with dichloromethane (2 x 15 ml). The combined organic extract was washed with brine solution and dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 . Filtered and the solvent was removed under vacuum on rotary evaporator to dryness. The dried compound was purified through the deactivated silica gel column (using triethylamine 5ml/100g of silica gel) chromatography using ethyl acetate and hexane as eluent. 
8,10-Dimethoxy-5,6-dihydropyrrolo[2,1-a]isoquinolin-3(2H)-one (7a)
Yield 60% (73 mg); blue color solid, because of instability of the compound further analysis were not attempted. 
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Typical procedure for cyclization followed by NaBH 4 /MeOH reduction.
An oven dried two neck round bottom flask bearing septum in side arm was cooled to room temperature under a steady stream of nitrogen gas flow. The flask was charged with stirring bar, substrate 5a-d (0.5 mmol) and dry dichloromethane (15 ml) and cooled down to −15 °C (using ice and salt as a freezing mixture). To this solution was added BBr 3 (1 ml, 1M soln. in dichloromethane) with stirring. After 30 minutes the contents were brought to room temperature and NaBH 4 (2 mmol) was added followed by methanol (2.5 ml) and the solution was stirred until color disappears. To this mixture acetone was added and evaporated under reduced pressure to dryness. The solid residue was dissolved in dichloromethane (20ml) and the insoluble material was filtered off, the organic layer was dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 and filtered. The solvent was evaporated under vacuum and the crude product was purified through silica gel column chromatography.
8,10-Dimethoxy-1,5,6,10b-tetrahydro-2H-pyrrolo[2,1-a]isoquinolin-3-one (8a)
Yield 88% (108 mg 
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